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ethic, has made her very successful.
She has delivered breaking news on a
number of notable stories throughout
the years. She has extensive experience
covering natural disasters. Before tak-
ing over as news anchor on CBS 4,
Maggie reported on earthquakes and
mudslides with KABC in Los Angeles.
With CBS 4, she has, unfortunately,
covered numerous hurricanes. Like any
newscaster in south Florida, the long
hurricane season every year has kept
Maggie busy.

When hurricanes hit our region, local
newscasters play a pivotal role in help-
ing residents prepare and recover from
hurricane damage. Oftentimes, they
provide around-the-clock coverage.
Most recently, Maggie did outstanding
work reporting on Hurricane Wilma
which severely impacted our region in
the year 2005.

Maggie will be moving to New York
where she spent significant time re-
porting for CBS 4 in the aftermath of 9/
11. Maggie was noticed by CBS execu-
tives for her coverage of this year’s
Super Bowl in Miami. This led to guest
appearances on the ‘‘Saturday Early
Show” and eventually to a full-time
position on this program.

Maggie is a great role model also for
Hispanic girls in our community. She
received the Young Hispanic Leader-
ship Award from the Hispanic Heritage
Council for both her professional ac-
complishments as well as her efforts in
strong community service.

As a local news anchor, she has be-
come an active member of our commu-
nity, lending a helping hand to those in
need. Her professional portfolio has
garnered several awards, including six
Emmys, along with two Edward R.
Murrow awards.

She will be missed by so many people
who tune in every afternoon and
evening to watch her on CBS 4. How-
ever, we look forward to watching her
on Saturday mornings nationwide. Her
pleasant personality makes her ideal
for this new role.

Once again, I congratulate Maggie
Rodriguez as she begins this new chap-
ter in her life. She truly deserves the
recognition she has received, and now
millions of Americans across the coun-
try will have the opportunity to watch
her on Saturday morning.

Godspeed, Maggie.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

HONORING GOVERNOR JAMES
HUNT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
BUTTERFIELD) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.
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Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today with Congressmen
JONES, PRICE, WATT, ETHERIDGE, MCIN-
TYRE, MILLER and SHULER, all of North
Carolina, to honor and observe the 70th
birthday of our four-term Governor of
North Carolina, the Honorable James
B. Hunt, Jr.

Over the years my long-time and
dear friend, Governor Hunt, has suc-
cessfully dedicated so much of himself
to public service. He is a man of im-
mense vision with an extraordinary
ability to implement his vision with
great results. That vision has often
been focused on education.

Governor Hunt’s list of accomplish-
ments is long and highly distinguished
in the area of education. He led efforts
to establish the State’s primary read-
ing program. He also spearheaded the
efforts to reduce class sizes and prevent
students from dropping out of school.
Governor Hunt assumed the lead role
in establishing the State’s school of
science and mathematics, the Micro-
electronics Center of North Carolina,
and the North Carolina Biotechnology
Center.

Smart Start, which was established
under Governor Hunt’s leadership, has
become a nationally recognized and
award-winning public-private partner-
ship that ensures that children enter
school healthy and ready to succeed.
The program helps provide quality
child care, health care and family sup-
port for every child in need, and there
are now 14 States using this model.

Governor Hunt also assisted with es-
tablishing one of the most rigorous ap-
proaches to measuring student per-
formance, requiring mastery before
promotion and graduation, and pro-
viding assistance to turn around failing
schools.

He did not allow these initiatives, or
any of the many others he headed, to
stand alone after he signed them into
law. Instead, he demanded follow-
through and results, and he got them.
A study by the RAND Corporation
found that our public schools raised
their test scores more than any other
State in the 1990s.

Governor Hunt’s strong-held belief
that the key to a quality education is
great teaching has benefited students
well beyond North Carolina’s borders.
In fact, it has benefited students and
teachers throughout our Nation.

As the founding Chair for the Na-
tional Board for Professional Teaching
Standards, Governor Hunt was a driv-
ing force in fulfilling the promise of
improving student achievement by
raising the standards. Today, virtually
every State and more than 25 percent
of all school districts offer financial re-
wards or incentives for teachers seek-
ing certification.

Madam Speaker, the economic value
of an education and knowledge was
well understood by Governor Hunt long
before people started talking about its
central role in the global economy.

Madam Speaker, Governor Hunt has
also led the way in opening up the
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Democratic Party of our State to full
participation by minority citizens. As
Governor, Governor Jim Hunt ap-
pointed many African American law-
yers to the trial bench and appellate
court benches to hold positions that
had been virtually impossible for them
to otherwise obtain. Many of them now
serve as judges with distinction, and it
was Governor Hunt who made that hap-
pen.

In closing, we are honored today to
recognize this great man of conviction,
principle, and exceptional character on
such a joyous occasion. I ask you to
join us in congratulating the “Edu-
cation Governor,”” the Honorable
James B. Hunt, Jr., on his 70th birth-
day, and in wishing him and his wife,
Carolyn, many more years of happiness
and accomplishment.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maine (Mr. MICHAUD) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MICHAUD addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Ms. Wanda
Evans, one of his secretaries.

———
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VERMONTERS SPEAK OUT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Vermont (Mr. WELCH) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Madam
Speaker, I rise to report on an effort in
Vermont that honors the tradition of
Vermonters speaking out on issues of
conscience. Vermonters take public
service, political integrity and citizen
involvement extremely seriously. This
is a tradition that dates back to our
earliest days when Vermont became
the very first State to ban slavery.

But with rising alarm, Vermont has
watched abuse of power and a disregard
for checks and balances in Washington
that has occurred over the past 6 years.
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Vermonters have such extraordinary
concern, particularly with the prosecu-
tion of this war in Iraq, that many are
now actually calling for the President
and the Vice President to be im-
peached.

Impeachment is a dramatic position,
but it reflects the collective judgment
of many in Vermont that we are in ex-
treme circumstances. Madam Speaker,
I do not believe that impeachment is
the answer, but I endorse the indict-
ment of the policies of the current ad-
ministration.

What this Nation has experienced
over the past 6 years has been stag-
gering: a war in its fifth year that was
justified based on false intelligence;
the politicization of our Nation’s top
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